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ABSTRACT
This paper proposes a multivariate strategy for the

study of parental acceptance-rejection and child abuse and describes
a research study on parental rejection and child abuse which
illustrates the advantages of using a multivariate, (rather than a
simple-model) approach. The multivariate model is'a combination of
three simple models used to study child abuse and neglect
(psychiatric, behavioral and soc1al-51tuational), and is based on the
supposition that parental -behavior is a function of the parent's
personal characteristics in interaction with the.child's personal
characteristics and behavior and with situational factors. The model
suggests that psychological, behavioral and social-situational
factors almost always operate simultaneously to produce rejection and
"abuse. Fighteen risk factors associated with child abuse and parental
rejection are grouped into three categories consistent with the three
major components in the multivarijiate model. A study of 14 abusive and
11 nonabusive families illustrates the relative advantages of the
‘multivariate over the simple-model approach. Data on all three
elements of the model were collected through home visits over - a
period of three months, the Parental: Acceptance-Rejection
Questionnaire (Adult PARQ II), the Personality Assessnment
Questionnaire "(Adult PAQ), and a background data schedule measuring
situational and demographic information. The child's perception of
~ his parents' behavior was obtained through the Child PARQ, and an
" .individual interview. Study data, analysed using both simple-model
-and multivariate approaches, indicated that variation in parental
behavior could be better - explained through an analysis of the
cumulative effect of multiple risk factors (multivariate model)
rather than three factors by themselves (simple-mcdel). (CHM)
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—i Research on child abuse and neglect generally draws on one

Q » ~

Ld of three models. The first, a psychiatric model, emphasizes the

1 ' personality and behavioral Characteristics*bf the individualx

abuser (Splnetta and Rigler, 1972); the second model is concern\d
‘wlth the effects of abuse on the ‘child, and on the chlld's role \\\'
in stimulating abnse (Martin et al., 1974); the third, a social- \\\
situational model, highlights the role of the social environment .
‘and environmental stress as factors in child abuse (Gelles, 1973) .-
The later model also often 1nc1udes patterns of 1nteractlon withe
in the family, including ineffective parenting skills (Parke and
Collmer, 1975). Each of these models provldes a different way

of interpreting child abuse and each implies a different means

of prevention and treatment.

~

’?,6"

In this art1c1e we refer to these three perspectlves as the
C::D "51mp1e models" of parental reJectlon and chlld\abuse. Slmple ‘
models by themselves are generally insufficient for understand-
ing the'problem of abuse because tne anteeedents ofFrejection and

abuse normally cannot be predicted well from a knowledge of'any

single factor. 1In fact,‘single factors by themselves rarely

PS 010

account for more than- a modest amount of the variation 1n parents'




‘behavior:\abusive or nonabusive. For -example, knowing>that a

parent has been abused as a child does no more than,incfease

the probability in an actuarial senSe&?ﬁat the parent might

abuse his own child. Similarly, sociigbisolation by itself 1s
associated with only a sma11 percentage ofvabusing families=- A
even thouéh it is known=from worldwide research that‘mothers
-ererywhere who are trapped in social isolation with their young‘
children have, a greater probability of rejecting their children |

.than do mothers who are not soC1a11y 1soiated (Rohner, 1975).

The value of - 1ntegrat1ng these three simple models into a

multivariatg approac -has been recognized (Belsky, 1977- Gar-
barino, 1977 pParke akhd Collmer, 1975), but the vast portiOn of
research nonetheless c'ntinues to address the problem from the -
»perspective‘of one Ar dnother of thé simple models, and geven
occasionally from the_point of.vieQiof a single variable within,
a simple model. In an effort to direct attention to the fact
that parentai'rejection and child abuse are multidetermined{
‘phenomena, a -multivariate model is-employed,in,this article.
This article 1s“d1v1ded into’ two sections. In the first

'part we describe a multivariate strategy for the study of paren-
tal acCeptance-reJection and child abuse, a general model which
tincorporates all three particularistic models described above.f

e then cite a constellation of personal and situational risk-

| factors which 1nd1v1dua11y or in clusters have been associated
)

with child abuse._ In the second part of this’ article we describe

our recent research on parental rejection aed child abuse, and

demonstrate the advantages of the multivariate approach as a
by , ‘. ' T
complement to the simple-model approaches.



It is important to. denote at the outset the relation between

parental rejection and child abuse.. Parental rejection refers to

| the absence or Significant withdrawal ofrwarmth and affection. e
'Rejectionuis manifested the world over in two principal ways'
.(1) in the form of hostility and verbal or physical aggression
toward children, and (2) in the form of. indif%érence and neglect
(Rohner, 1975 Rohner and Rohner, 1978). As such, parental re-
jection is Virtually synonymous w1th the emergng concept of emg-

)

tional abuse, although rejection sometimes also takes the form
of physical Violence. It should be noted, however, that not all
‘¢hildren who are reported as.being physically abused perceive
themselves as being rejected,.and many_rejected'children are
.neither physically abused nor‘neg"lected.2 ‘For)example, a nore~
.mally loving but temporarily distraught'mother’may'injure her

; : S
wailing, fretfull 'infant--and thus be reported for child abuse.

This specific act. is, of course,;one of rejection and abuse, gbut
since‘it.does not reflect the usual emotional bond between mother
~and infant it does not reflect chronic rejection. The develop-
mental effects of this 'i;ciseh’t' are likely to be déamatiéa11y~
different from the effects of long—term parental'rejection
(Rohner, 1975). | | k

A MULTIVARIATB MODEL

According to the multivariate model portrayed in Figure l,
'parental behaVior (B )—-for example, the probability that a

parent will reJect (emotionally abuse), neglect or phySically
~abuse a child-~is a function of -the parent's (p) personal char=-

acteris%%gi\in interaction with both‘tﬁe child's (C) personal

.
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A

. v ~ Figure 1 (-

/Multivariate Model of Parental Behavior 2 £
Bé- = f(P,C,S) | | ' .
where, : ‘ - ) _ o=
L B p = parental behavior | |

P = Personal characteristics of the parent(s)
C = personal éharacteristics and behavior of the child
- s1tuational factors - | )

—r

8see text for COmplete explanation of elements in the model.

characteristics and his behavior, and.uith situational factors
(S). The three elemerits in the multivariate model (i.ec, PeCeuy

and S) correspond closely with the three simple models described"

in the introduction.
! -]

Although, the three components of the multivariate model

can be analyzed 51ngly or in pairs, we argue as suggested above,

that psychological, behaVioral,~and social—51tuational factors:

©

- almost always operate simultaneously to produce rejection;and

abuse. That is, variations in parental behavior-—in terms of
parental reJection or emotional abuse--can’ best be explained
and predicted by attending Simultaneously to all three maJor
classes of variables, the parent the child, and the Situation
(or env1ronmept). This does ‘not rule out the possibility,
however, that thelnegatiye_amplitude of a s1ngle element can

-

sometimes precipitate an incident of abuse or rejection.



Elaboration ofwthe Multivariate Model,

‘with Bibliographic References

A contellation of eighteen "risk-factors" has been identified
V]

frequently in the research literature as being assoclated with

® - child abuse and 'arental rejection. These are grouped here into

three categorles consistent with the three maJor components in the

multivariate‘model shown in Figure 1. These components are elabor-

\.
L,

ated below, and\pertlnent blbliographlc references are cited in
the Appendlx,A"Abuse/ReJectlon Blbllography." Numbers in paren-

.. theses followlng each. risk-factor refer to relevant bibliographic

-~

items cited in the Appendix.4

I. PARENT'S PBRSONA%;CHARAéTERISTICS (p)

A. Parent's "Negativeﬁ PersonEIity-DispositionsAgnd Temperament .

(1) Personality-dispositions and temperament, including
hostility and aggression,»depenoency,lnegative self=
esteem, negative self-adequacy, negative ﬁorld view,

) emotlonal unrespon51veness, and emotional instabllity,
etc. (11; 17, 19, 29, 355 37; 383 45; 46;. 48 49; ‘
625 69; 77; 79). |

(2).Psycniatric'condition of parent, including psychosis,
. manic-depression, etc. '(é; 38; 58).
B. Parent'sOChild-Traininq Beliefs.and Expectations.
(3) Belieffin parents' right tojadminister physical |

b&nishment (10; 20; 30;.40§.68;;70; 71; 73; 76) .

(4) Unrealistically high expectations for child's per-

formance (e.g., for early continence), and parental

ignorancéase.g.,,not knowing age-ébpropriate behavior

¢
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o
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for youhg children) (16; 25; 57; 60; 67; 69; 74). 3
(5) Look to child for satisfaction of own personal needs |
(105 36; 37; 45; 51; 67). |

C. Parent's Misperception of the Child

(6) Child's actiwifies, or child himself seen as willful,
bad, unresponsive,‘etc. (85 35; 60; 67; 69; 77 |

D. Parent's Own Life ﬂistbtx

* (7) Unwanted pbegnancy '(7; 8; 35; 38; 54).
(8) Parents' own experienées of :ejection/abuge (8; 11;
I 15; 35; 36; 38; 45; 52; 56; 62; 67; 69; 78; 795 80).

II. CHILD'S PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS AND BEHAVIOR (C)

A; Chiid's "Negative! Personality Dispositions and Temperament.

(9),Persona1ity dispositions'and tempefament, inclﬁding
hostility,'aggbéssion,_depéndence;‘negative self-, -
esteem, negétive self-adequacy, eméfionai unrespon-
siveness,“emotional\instability, negative wor1d view,

. etc. (15 3; 4; 23; 24; 26; 47; 56; 57; 58; 595 62;

633 64; 725 75). S '

' DA .
B. - Physical/Intellectual Problems or Anomolies

- (10) Physical, intellectual, and emotional characteristics
including academic problems and hypéractivity (1;'j
43 7; 18; 305 375 62). - “
(11) Premature birth; low bifth—WeighE~ihfaht'v(14; 19; 21;
© 245 39; 43, B

III. SITUATIONAL ,FACTORS (SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL STRESSES) (S)

- Ay Household Characteristics

) ‘ co '
(12) Household density (number of persons in household in

FY




- relation to effective available 1living space-;i.gc,
/' : créwdiqg;{lack of privacy (22; 50; 53; 62; 65),.
(13) Family structure: bréken vs. Intact fami{y; single e
parent family vs. nuclear or stém family househdld'
A . (13 19; 31; 33; 35; 36; 41; 623 77).° |
(14) Hdusgholduééhbésition: number and agé of children
within the houéeﬁold;~ordina1 position of children;
‘adult—;hild_ratié—&e.g., too many children per
number'éf caretakers (9; 12; 19; 30; 33; 37; 42;
62; 75; 7). | |

B. Unavailability;pf Alternate Caretakers

. (15) Social dsolation'of parents: mother unable tg brinQ
_ .someone in, or tolsend children away, or to get away.

- | " herself (7{ 8; 13; 19; 27; 28; 30; 34; 38; ¥2; 46;
i - 52; 62;;66;(775 78)0 '

_ R . < S ' 4
Ce Presence of an Unemplovad Spouse

A

(16) Unemﬁloied'SpOuse--especiaily dissatisfied -husband--
within_the_household (5; 25; 29; 30;.31; 42; 44;
55; 61; 665 77). '

'
!

D. Marital Friction Between Spouses.
(17} Marital friction including family violence, and dis=
organization (4; 19; 30; 56;°57; 59; 66; 70; 77; 78).

E. Role Frustration : b ‘ Ny

: : . (18) Extent to Whicﬁéparent, especially mother, finds childw
réaring and home<waking role frustrating, c¢onfining,

and blocking heryf?&f—fulfi@lment)_(62):

ot
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AN EMPIRICAL STUDY OF CHILD ABUSE
Research presented here demonstrates the relative contribution
of single-model approaches in relation to the multivariate model,

As stated earlier, the multivariate model postulates that the

- probability of parental (P) rejectign or abuse is a function of

o

the parent's personal characteristics (P) in interaction (or

additively) with the personal characteristics and behavior of
the child (C), -and with.situational factors (S).

. | Method
..

Subjects }a

The sample cons%sts of 14 abusive and 11 nonabusive families,
The abusive‘familieg were located throogh the cooperation of
three couht# protective services agencies'in the.metropolitah
Washington D.C. area. These families.were_approkimately matched
by eleven non-abusive families in terms of the folloﬁing factor5°
age of parent and of child, et?n1c1ty, number of children in the

4
'famlly, andrtotal number of people living together within a house-

hold. After the famlly 1ntenu;eﬁ; and test*ng were completed,

however, it was discovered that the two samples dlffered 51gn1f1-

htantly in terms of average 1eve1 of parental educatlon° parents

in the nonabu51ng famllles had more years of formal education

¢

' than did parents in abusing fam111es (F (1,18)=5.76, p<L. 05) .

Sample ch11dren_ranged in age from 7 through 11 years of_age.
Mothers were'the major,caretakers ;n all but one of the 25
families, where the father was the major caretaker.

- l r



'1ncome, education, and the like.

¢ .
behavior (C) was obtained through the Child PARQ. In

“procedures . o ' v

Nonabusing families were visited repeatedly over a period of

nearly three months; abusing,families were visited once for a

period of approximately four hours. In-each family information

was obtainedfon all three components of the multivariate model,
. i . ) . . ) } ) ’
ﬂ.namelgwgé),'(g), (S). The mother's (P) own childhood experiences

.of ‘warmth or rejection were measured in part,by the Parental

Acceptance-Rejection Questionnaire (Adult PARQ II). (Thevinh

struments used are\described later.) Information regarding‘the

,personality and behayjoral dispositions of the mother (P) was

obtained through her responses to thé/Personality Assessment

Questionnaire (Adult;PAQ). The Adult,PARQ II yielded informa-

-tion about the mother's perception of the way she was treated as

°

a child in terms of~parenta1 acceptance-rejection, The Adult
. : y . . ‘
PARQ I providedrinformaéion about the mother's perception of

her treatment (in terms of acceptance-reJection) of her own

Il

children. Demographic and situational (S) information about

each family was COllected through the Background/Data Schedulax

The Background Data’Schedule elicited information about- household -

denSity, household structure, availability of alternate caretakers,;
ethnicity, ‘the presence of an unemployed spouse, occupation,

' Information about the child's perceptions of his.pzrent's
ddition,

fchildren's personality andvbehavioral dispositions weée measured

e

d

' by their responses on the Child PAQ. The Child Intfrv1ew elicited.

information about the child's life history, and thé presence of

other Significant persons with whom the child re}ﬁte‘.

] 4
‘ /

'51{) o {
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Instruments-and Definition of Variables |

R

Identiflcation of Major Caretaker. The relative importance

-~

of each parent-—and the caretaklng role of any other household

member, e+g., older siblings--as socializing agents was deter-
mined 1arge1y in answerlto the interview question,/"Who'assumes
or is asslgned maJor responslbllity for the routine daily care,
supervision, and dlsc1p11ne of the child?". The 1mportance of al-
- ternate caretakers was est1mated by answering the questlon, "When
the: prlnC1pa1 caret%yer'[_s determlned 1n the- f1rst quest1qJ7 is
not present or is unable to ‘care for the Chlld, who then becomes o
respon51b1e for the Chlld?" ' »

4

1. Parental Acceptance-ReJectlon Questlonnalre (PARQ)

The Adult PARQ I 1s a self-report questlonnalre where a parent

(often a mother) responds to her perceptions about the way she‘
_treats‘her'child in terms of (a) warmth_and affection, (b) hos=
tility and agéression, (c) ind}fferenCe and negiect, and (d) un-
differentiated rejectior. The Adult PARQ II is basically the -
same instruhent,(but asks parents to reflect onvthe way they - |
were treatediasqnildren;;n.terms of the four scales qitedfigi,
the Adult PARQ I. The Child PARQ is -a self-report questionnaire
'_where children.7 tnrough 11 years‘of-agelreSpond to,tneir ner-
ceptions of”éhe way their mothers now‘treat them in terms‘of‘the

-;. K >

same four scales.

The theoretical constructs/assessed by t%i four PARQ scales
are defined afAd operationhlized in"Bohner; avedra and Granum
(1978a) along with‘anTanal sis.of"the-validlty,and‘rellablllty

" of the instruments. Bri&fly, however, parental warmth and



| affection refer to the ldove_thd&t parents can give children.
Warmth and afrection may be manifested verbally by.praisingwa
child, oomplimenting him, saying nice things to or about him,
verbally consoling him, and so forth; warmth and affection may -
be manifested physically by fondling, hugging,,klssing, and car-
ressing a child, by physically comforting him, and in other ways.'
Parental hostility and aggression, on the other hand, refer to 3
anger, enmity, bitterness, irritability and antagonism toward
’the child. Parents may be verbally aggresSive toward children
as uhen they curse them, nag them, belittle them, speak to them
‘with a harsh depreciating tone of voice, when they are sarcastic
toward their children, make fun of them, or say other thoughtless,
unkind or cruel things to or about the children. Physical qgres-

sion may be manifested«in such forms as hitting, shov1ng, kicking,

oisoninge. Parental indifferencexand neglect7'

burning, biting, and
Q are quitékﬁifferent ’Xpressions of parental(reJection.: An indif-
ferent parent is on who has little interest in the child and who
is unconcerned abo t the child's happiness and well-being. Neglect-
11ng (or indifferenf) parents show a restricted concern'forﬂtheir
‘children's welfare or development. Such*parents‘are likely to . .
spend a minimum amount of time with their children, and to be
physically or psychologically remote from their children. The.
concept "undifferentiated: reJection" refers to conditions where.
the. Chlld percelves hls parents as withdraw1ng love from him -

(1.e., they re ect him), but where such reJection does not. .,

~ Clearly reflect either‘aggression and hostility, or neglect and

indifference, per se. To illustrate,/item 4 in the Child PARQ




"-parental neglect and indlfference.

family’..

states,'"My mother ‘does not really love me." This item does'not

; & .. : 4 v
unambiguously :evﬂﬁl either paréntal aggression/hostility\or

Te

2. Personallty Assessment Questionnaire (PAQ).

’The Child gﬁﬁiis a self—;gport questlonnalre ﬁor children 7
through 11 years of age méasuring seven personality and behavboral

- dlsposltlons, including; (a) hostility, aggre551on,‘passive aggres=-
'siongVand problems with the management of hostility and aggression,

“(b) dependency,‘(c) self—esteem, (d) self—adequacy, (e) emotional

)
respon51veness, (£f) emotlonal stability, and (g) world vlew. The

Adult PAQ is a self-report 1nstrument developed to measure the sqme

v

seven personallty and behav1oral dispositions among adults. Each

of these dlsp051tlons, as -shown earlier (Rohner,: 1975) is linked
the world over w1th parental reJectlon-acceptance. The theoret-
‘ical- constructs assessed by the seven PAQ scales are defined and

“operatlonallzed in' Rohner, Saavedra; and Granum (1978b), along

B

-~

”W1th an analy51s -of the valldlty and rellablllty of the 1nstruments.

- 3. InterV1ew.'

An- 1nterv1ew was required to/bbtain information in areas un-’

At g ; .
tapped by the quesfionnaires as well as to provide external valida-=

* '

tion for the self-report'questionnaires.~'For example, the in ér—

view elicited 1nformatlon about the parent's view of ‘the child

and. about the mather's perceptlon of the chlld's father's (or -
other>51gn1f1can; male's) treatmentwpf the chlld: In addition,
information was(obtained about the parent's contEOl'(permissive-
ness/strictness), and about the mother's own childhood expériences

in teérms of the warmth and the control she experienced'in her own

L
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Id



t Simple Models Approach ' '¢ia_ e

A brief child interview consisted of semistructured ques-
. " : ) . .
tions designed to elicit information'pertinent to the “childts

characteristics‘portions of the multivariate model, but-which
was not aszessed by the PARQ or the PAQ.

4. Background Data Schedule.

. A "Background Data,Schedule" measuring situational and demo-

N

.graphic information Was administered§to each family. This infor=-

mation was collected from_the_parent. Relevant situational data

included age, sex,.ethnicity‘of the family, socioeconomic status

of the family, as well as information on life eXperiences of the

»

family such as{divorce, death, desertion, unemployment, and SO on.

) Results'

,' -3

Forethe purposes of statistical analysis all seven behaVioral

',dispositions in the subcategories of parent's and child's "person=.

ality dispositions and temperament®™ (within the multivariate model)A

. were listed individually in TabTe-1.- An additional risk-factor

-4

labeled "inconsistent discipline" was also included. A chi- .
square test of 51§n1f1cance was used to compare abd’;Ve VSe. nNON=
abusive families for the frequency of each of 30 risé\Yactors.-
Individually, three}of the 30 factors differed significantly be=-
tween the‘tWoldroups. That is: (l)'in 64 percent of the abusive
families one or both parents' reported having been abused as chil-.
dren; however, 18 percent of the parents in the nonabusive faﬁilies
also reported themselves as’having beenlabgsed. The_differenceS'.
in frequency of reported childhood abuse between the two groups

is nonetheless significant*(x2=5.31, p <.05). (2) Parents in



Table 1

?Eequency of Risk-Factors Associated with Child Abuse "

Risk-Factors , A ' - .+ Family Type
' ' Abusive® NonabusiVeb
4JQ . - :
PARENT 'S CHARACTERISTICS, P
" A Host111ty/aggression
Dependency
‘Negative self-esteem
Negative self-adequacy
Emotional unresponsiveness
Emotional 1nstab111ty
Negative world view
' Psychiatric condition of parent
J B. Physical punishment all right
/ High expectations of the child
t Child satisfy parent's needs
~ Ce. "Bad" child '
Inconsistent discipline o
D. Unwanted pregnancy '
Parents abused ™S
CHILD'S CHARACTBRISTICS, c
s A. Hostility/aggression,
- Dependency - 1
Negative self—esteem , .
Negative self-adequacy
- Emotional unresponsiveness. .11
- Emotional instability ‘ ' 12
Negative world view ) 4
B. Physical, intellectual problems 6*
Premature, low birth-weight 1nfantf Q
SITUATIONAL FACTORS,,é . § e
A. Family size ' ' ' o - (n=6.5) (
Broken family. . T A -
B. Social isolation of parent
C. Unemployed spouse - ' ,
D. Marital friction, fam11y v1olence |
E. Home frustratlon ’

L.

/

1)

Py
|
i

PUWY VOIANLRONDOIVVWIW

COCNVUWIP NOROOHRAONWWORUVW

S.

.m‘/
S

OPORN
ORPLODdI

gn=14
cn =11 -t ‘ '
,Numbers in parentheses refer to the mean nunber of persons in

the household. S
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,abusive families enforced their household rules with 1ess con--

sistency than did parents in the nonabusive families.‘ That is,
\‘\/’
50 percent of the parents in abusive families were inconsistent

>

~in rule enforcement, whereas only 18 percent of the parents in
f ¢ .

\nonabusive families were - inconsistent. This‘difference_is;sta-

tistically significant (X _4 74, P( 05). ¢€3) Finallly, abusive

,,' families had a significantly higher ppnportié/,of children ‘with <
high actiVity levels and with academic or other school-related

problems than did nonabu5ive families. Forty-three percent of

3

' abusive families faced such problems, whereas no family in the .

T l‘nonapuSive group did (x? =4, 79, p-(.0§).‘
¥ ‘, o Ve
‘o 'f As_ noted JL the beginning of this paper, there is no one-to- '
v 'one correspondence between phySica1~abuse and perceived parenta1
A o -
Yoo regection or emotional abuse._ Results of this research as shown
in Table 2 confirm that c1aim in that only 29 percent of the. b
. N y o -
s '.) 0 Table 2
ncordance Between AbuSing Mothers' Perception of Parental
Acceptance-ReJection and Abusénghildren's Perception of d
° ’ Maternal Acceptance-ReJection" .

oo - S - _ . — - /
Abused Child*s ) +Abusing Motheér's : Abusing. Mother's
Perception<of * . Perception of Her - - = Perception .of Her’
Maternal Acceptance-v own Mother's BehaVior Behavior toward.
ReJection , o : - Her Own Child

~ Rejecting  Accepting ';Rejecting n Accepting
,‘ Perggived Rejection . 3e,. ' 1 3e : 1
. Perceived Acceptance - 0 - 10 - .0 - 10

*Fishér's Exact, p=.048




-

'~ abused children in this study described their mothers as reject-

-abused children described their parents ds rejecting. It is not

'played signs oj‘impairedlmental‘health, as measured in Tablev3'by

16 ,
s . //

S

ing. It is important to note,- however,/that none of the non-
unlikely, of course, that more of the abused children were indied v
reJected- but denied it when responding to the Child PARQ. None-

theless it seems clear that 1n/the child's view, some of the

v

(R

‘families reported for abuse were, overall, warm and caring families,

'perhaps caught in a'net of/acute personal and 51tuational stresses

which 1ead them to an er sode of abuse--and this stress took its

That is, even though ‘ordly 29£percent of
i-

the abused ch11drenhin this study reported themselves to be re-~

toll on the children.

gected by their thers, ‘71 percent of the abused children dis-

/ / o Table 3 | -
//
/' /.overall ‘Mental Health Status’ of Children
/
// in Abusive and Nonabu51ve Families
/ : . .
/. | e T . ' &
Family Type . - , ~ Mental 5&a1th Status >
| ' Impaired® Healthy?
Abusive oL - . . .
Perceived rejection~ — 4 0
Perceived acceptance = - - 6 S g
Nonabu51ve ~ o , .
[Perceived rejection o 0 -~ .. 0
'Perceived acceptance , i 2 e o9
s \q\ * o

"Impaired" refers to children who scored 104 or more on the
Child PAQ. : o

P"Healthy" reférs to children who scored 103 or less on the

Child PAQ | %
-«

+
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the behavioral and personality dispositions assessed on the Chi&d
PAQ. ‘It should be noted that all of the abuséd children’ who felt
reJected showed signs of personality or behavioral distress. It

-

‘is\also instructive to note 1n Table 3 that whe eas 71 percent of
thl\abused chlldren show,.sighs of personality anq behavioral ime
(pairment, only 18 percent sf the nonabused children do (X2—6 7, |
p<. 01). "Thus it seems that children who‘grow up in abusing
‘families——espeC1ally if these children also feel re;eeted--have
i a greater likelihood than nonabused children of being aggressive,
‘dependent having feellngs of negative self-esteem and negative
self-adequacy, of being emotlonally unresponS1ve, emotionally un-
- stable, and of having 3 negative world vlew. Similarly, mothers'
in abusive families also have a 51gn1f1cantly poorer mental health
status than do mothers in nbnabuslve families asqmeasured by their
total composite sgore on the Adult PAQ (F(1,22)= 3 18, p‘< 05).
e o Although 64 percent of the mothers in abu51ve families ree=
ported having been aE“%ed as children, only twenty-one percent of
?‘these mothers recalled ‘having been rejected as childrenb as
measured by their responses on the Adult PARQ II. All of these
"A'reJected mothers now? see themselves as-rejectlng their own chil-f
dren. ‘That is, as seen in Table 2, mothers in the abusiﬁ
families who recalled themselves as having been rejected have
-children today who descrlbed their mothers _as reJecting, as
measured by a composlte score of 150 or higher on the Child PARQ
(Fisher's Exact p*= «048). 1In fact, only one abused c¢hild saw ;

her mother as reJectlng and yet had a mother who had not been /)

» 4re3ected herself as a child. These rejected mothers n?t only
. ?

\ TAR e
! v




.

' rejectptheir Oanchildren, according to their children's descrip-

¢

tion, but as also‘seen in Table 2, they reject their children by
their own admission--i.e./ they score 51gn1f1cant1y higher on

the Adult PARQ I. than mothers whose children do not perceive them
as reJect1Qp (Flsher's Exact, p = .048) ) ~ |

Multivariate Model Approach _ ' 2

" The multlv?rlate approach complements the simple-model orienta-
R 3
tion to the study of reJectlon aﬁh_abuse. \bkewed one factor at a
~ : . : . . : N
time only ten percent (n=3) of the 30 risk~factors cited in the

s

multivariate model'significantly differentiate abusive~families,»

from nonabUSive families., The two fam11y types are not 51gnifi-

\cantly dtfferent from;each other.with respect to the other 27 risk-

factors. When one con51ders the ent1re list of rlsk-factors pro-

. posed in the multivariate model however, the plcture changesy \

,dramat1ca11y. As shown in Table 4 the cunulative dlfference ‘be-
, _ ; . .

o , . Table 4 oo !

Mean Number of Risk-Factors -Associated - . ky\

I LI

with Abusing and Nonabusing Families ,

Risk-Factors - , Family Type
: ’ ' Abusing Nonabu51ng ( ,
Mean - ° S.D.  Mean §.D. F
10412 2.5 6.3(11) 2.6  14.83¢e
Note: The number of risk-factors within individual families 5

ranged"from 1 to 17. The total number of possible factors was 30.

Numbers in. parentheses indicate number of famllies included
in the- study

oop.<.001 / ‘ . ~ A
N . o S .-

. n ‘ g e o '
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‘ factors present.

- ' 2 ]

-

' tween the two‘samplesqis.substantial. A ione-way analysis of -

variance shows that'the mean number of rlsﬁifactors found in

abusive families is slgnlflcantly greater than the mean number

found in nona?uslve~families (F (1,23)=14.83, pg.001), although

\ . N - .
most ‘nonabusive families do have at least one if not more riske .

<
s
¢ - . N )

A
\

The fact that one or more rlsk~factors 1s present in the

nﬁmébuslve f@mllles as we11 as 1n the abusive families 1ends

credence to the as%ertlon that’ the presence of a 51ngle-Tor per-

haps several—-rlsk-factors-does not necessarlly produce slgnlflcan-

family disruption or V1olence. However, the cumulatlve effedt of
) ‘ \ .

1ncreaslngpnumbers of pef ona1, 1nterpersona1 and 51tuationa1 o
. i : . Az

stresses does seem to increase the probablllty of family disf

7

ruption.6 ‘ : ‘ I .

Earller we argued that 1t is not simply the number of items

»that is 1mp§§tant for predlctlng the presence of Eb;ld abuse, but

that it is the way individual items are dlstrlbutedfthroughout

the three components of the multivariate model, namely B, C, apd

' s¢{ That is, it was arqued that the family at greatest risk is Py
= ' ’ , 9 , g @

“most commonly one where'problems are found in a11 three components.

Data reported here support these expectatlons in that sixty—four

percent’ of the abuslve fasalles have one or more problems in all

‘three components whereas only 27 percent of the non%buslve$

<

families do--and some of" these "nonabu51ve" fam111es may be |

- candidates for future abuslve or other maladaptive behavior. Z

!
/

'v'ﬁ.: ook : ' ( \ B | T



| DISCUSSION - o
From the’perspective°of thelsimplermodels, abusive'fanilies
have a higher proportion of»mothersvwhO‘reported having'been
abused, neglected; or rejected as children than do nonabuSive
families.. These parents also reported more inconsistency or

N - N .

less enforcement of gamily'rules and regulations than did parents.

L2

Ain nonabusive families. Furthermore, abusive families reported

having a ‘higher proportion of ¢hildren with physical and/or emo-

i . .
~ - . -

tional problems,rincluding poor academic performance and a high

-

activ1ty level. o - ( £ '
None of these: three risk-factors by themseIVes, however, ’ -
- eﬁplained more than a modest amount of the variation in parents'iﬁ
behavior. None is highly predictive of parental reJection or
child abuse. The picture changes, t&ough when one looks at the
cumulative effect of multiple risk factors distributed among the
three domains speCified in the multivariate model. So, for exam-
ple knoWing that ‘a person had been abused as a ohild is not by
itself a good predictor that the parent will necessarily become
‘abusive toward his children. Many adults who had been abused as
children do not become abusive toward their own children. None-
theless if one knows that the parent-had been abused as a child

-

(P)% and'that the parent is now home alone, in social isolation

“

(s) With one’ or more active or difficult preschool. childse\ (),
and that the parentjis experienCing an emotional crisis (p), then
one ﬁay have fair justification,{or regarding the children at risk

“ 'for pOSSlble reJection or abuse. An important point here'ispthat,,,

-~

abusive families genérally have Significantly more negative

B - 21
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ﬂ . \

- : factors working agalnst\them than nonabuslng famllies ~and that

the greatest risk seems\to occur when . S{oblems appear in each

'- ;g of three domains, i.e.,‘with the ‘parent, the child, and the
. ¢ - . ) - -
L3 situation. ; - - : . : '__ -)
¢ In. this article we have dealt with the more-or-less "additiVe"

effects of increasing num%ers of risk-factors in each component
> §
of the multivariate model, It seems llkely, however, that these

risk factors actually interact with each other in such a way that

the cr1t1ca1 threshold for each component depends ‘on' the. strength '
i oA ‘
of the other-<two components. If for example, sltuatlonal stress.
?
is exceptlona11y<strong, an, emotlonally healthy mother may become
.-

abuslve. An emotionally unhealthy mother, however, may need only

s
rd

E: minimal 1eve1 of 51tuatlona1 stress to trlgger an episodE*of

buse or rejection. or if a chlld is unusually abra51ve, some=
: . ; . & ' :
times only & moderate amount of s@ﬁpational stress will overwhelm

‘a normally stable mother. Clearly there are numerous variations
and possibilities suggested by this model. -
T | ) .
Because of our small sample size it was not possible to

determ1ne how or even whether fact s in the multivariate model

e

actually interact as described above to hEIQhwén the probabllity
A & , .
of child abuse and rejection. We 'were able to demonstrate,
. . Voo L

however, that abusive families not only haveZa greater number of

] . . )
risk-factors present, but thatythe percentage of families in-

which risk~factors appear in all three elements of ‘the model is
significantly greater among abusivefthan among nonagbusive

§
families.
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- FOOTNOTES ' ' ‘
~ e . .

1. The research reported in this article was supported in part

by funds from Boys Town. The opinions expressed, however,

lizabeth H.

r do not necessarily.reflect thoae of Boys Town.
. : ”\..,\/1 b

) Madigan compiledwzhe bibliography associated with)the

elements in the m ltivariate model of parental behavior,

v
®-

The paper profits, from crit@sal readings by Efmefine
Granum, and Jose M. Saavedrﬁ Requests for reprints. should
be sent to R.P. Rohner at the Department of Anthropology
W-~158, Unlver51ty of Connectlcut Storrs, Connecticut 06268.
2; The fact that child ao/ég .and parentaL reJection are often

dlstlngulshable should not be surprising. in view of the fact
. ¢
that the concept "child abuse and neglect" is generally such

an 111-def1ned and omn1bus term that utterly different kinds

of fam111es can get caught in ts web. N

3." Even though the multlvarlate model is. cast as a quasi- ﬁwt
e S - o

mathematlcal formpla, it is intended as e general model L e

appropr1ate to a wide range of 1ssues in parent1ng, .not -
‘ K\» --51mp1y to reJectlon and ch11d abuse.y Furthermore, the modells

Ive

intended primarlly,as a set of conceptual gu1de11nes and

'relatlonshlps for the study of abuse, and espec;ally for
¢ .

LU ¢ study of the larger problem of whlch abuse is often a part--

\ .

i.e., the problem of parental acceptance-r Jectlon£“

‘The term parent (P) in the model .denote wﬁoever the

4

sarily_the

major caretaker(s) is/are of'\the child--not nec

child's biological or adoptive parents: ' N

Y . ’ ’%
- '




.o \ 33

o '4.' The 1tems cited here do not exhauSt“tHe perfinent litera- )_

%nd especially ybiyse and neglect. Much more complete

/

bibliographies any'xevigrs-of parental al ceptance—r ection

Rohne and Ro er (19 5), and in Rohner

per se are found {in/)

and Nielsen (1978). \) T & co

Many of the child abuse and neglect‘refefences cited

in the model are dlscussed at greater length in seVerai
reviews, includlng Parke and Collmer (1975), and Belsky (1977).
5; "Nuclear family" refers to a family consisting of mother, \%
'father and‘their‘children;‘a "stem family" is a nuclear |
family plus, from the child's point ef.view, one -or more
grandparents. | ‘ '
6. A Pearsdn's correlatlon between family type (abu51ve or non-
abusive) and number of risk factors was also s;gnificant .
¥ ‘(r=.68, n=24, p'<:O§), prov;didé eddit%onal support‘for the-v
o detion éhat abusive'families are associated Qith a larger :

-

* number of risk factors than nonabusive families. .




